Edale Rise Primary and Nursery School
Marking Policy
The purpose of this policy is to give guidance to staff on the purposes, types and frequency of
marking and to provide a consistency of approach in marking throughout the school.
All marking should have a clear purpose for either the child or teacher, depending on the learning
objective.
Purpose of marking
For children:
 To demonstrate the value of a child’s work.
 To give positive feedback, so that children recognise their achievements and progress made.
 To raise self-esteem.
 To identify areas for development and set new targets.
For teachers:
 To monitor and assess children’s work.
 To identify areas for development.
 To inform future planning.
 To set targets.
 To gauge level of attainment.
Types of Marking








Work is marked against the learning objective identified in the relevant planning.
Where the learning objective is written, ‘traffic lights’ highlighting is used to indicate
whether the pupil has fully or partly understood, or not at all.
Work is marked in a variety of colours but not the same colour as the child’s work.
Where possible, comments are written in the presence of the child or after guided group
work.
Positive comments are written in a bubble and points for improvement are written in a block
(see Appendix 1 for example).
Ticks are used to indicate correct answers and dots are used to indicate that the answer is
incorrect.
Incorrect spellings of key words or focus vocabulary are underlined and written above the
word or in the margin, unless this is part of the editing process.
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Missing or incorrect punctuation is written in, unless this is part of the editing process.
Stickers, stamps, stars and smiley faces are used at the teacher’s discretion to reward good
work.
Symbols are used to indicate when work has been supported by an adult. (see Appendix 1)
All marking must be dated and initialled by the member of staff.
Children are given opportunities to mark their own and each other’s work.
Children must be given the opportunity to respond to marking at least once each week for
English, mathematics and one other subject (see Appendix 2 for examples of Green Time).
There should be evidence of follow up work, particularly in relation to development points
Children should cross out errors with a single neat line. Rubbers should not be used.

Roles and responsibilities
Individual teachers will mark work according to this policy.
The Head Teacher and staff will be responsible for monitoring the policy and practices, ensuring
consistency and accuracy.
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Edale Rise Primary and Nursery School
Marking Policy – Appendix 1 – Marking Symbols
Correct answer



Incorrect answer

Bubble:
positive comments related to the learning
objectives and / or targets

You have remembered
your full stops.

Block:
points for improvement and/ or next steps

Write a sentence containing
the word ‘because’.

was
wos

Incorrect spellings that children should know are
underlined and written above or in the margin. (no
more than three spellings in each piece of work).

.?!“

Missing or incorrect punctuation is written in.
Independent work

I

Paired work (or Group Work)

P

Guided work (adult)

G

Verbal feedback given

VF

Peer Marked work

PM

Support given

S
P

Omission

^M
EJ 06-10-14

ALL work dated and initialled by marker
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Appendix 2: Examples of marking
Use of Green Time in KS2:
Block extends learning by application of skill to money.
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Use of Green Time in KS1:
Block extends learning by changing the criteria in an investigation.
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Use of Green Time:
Example of the writing journey in KS2:

1. Planner

2. Sentence extension

3 Writing from the plan.

4. Paragraph re-written using varied sentences.
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Use of Green Time:
Verbal feedback given and improvements made to answers, following discussion.
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Use of Green Time:
Use of highlighting of steps to success in order for child to be aware of ways to develop their
learning further.
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